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The course is to familiarize students with the basic issues of Japan s international
relations, including the relations with its main partners, Japan s multilateral foreign
policy, and the domestic and institutional foundations of Japan' s foreign policy
making. The students should obtain an understanding of the parameters, restraints
and principles of Japan s international relations, and develop an understanding of
Japan’s main bilateral relations from Japan’s as well as the partner countries

perspective.

The course will be based on lectures (Power Point Presentation), student
presentations and discussions. Students are required to read before each class one
item (article, chapter) and to give from time to time an oral presentation of an item on

the distributed Required Reading List.

1 Introduction to the seminar

Explanation of the course, content, aims and objectives ;
2. methodology of course

What is power? Does Japan have power?

Structure, institutions and norms of Japan s international
1. relations I

Japanese government and non—government structures and
2. institutions relevant for foreign policy

Structure, institutions and norms of Japan s international
1. relations 11

Norms and ideas influencing Japan s foreign policy
2.

Adapting the Japan-US relationship to the 21th century
1.

Pre— and post 1989 developments in the economic/political
2. relationship




Japan-US political-military relationship
1.
National and regional role of the Japan-US Security Treaty and
2. the treaty s developments
Japan—China: Between competition and rivalry
1.
Political and economic relationship
2.
Japan—-China: case illustrations
1.
Territorial conflicts in the East China Sea; the growing Chinese
2. presence in Japan
The Korean Peninsula
1.
Japan and South Korea: Politics, security, economics
2.
Japan and North Korea
1.
Political relationship in a bilateral and multilateral framework
2.
Japan and Asian regional integration
1.
Economic cooperation (FTAs); political cooperation (ARF
2. | ASEAN, ASEAN+, etc)
Russia, Central Asia
1.
Relations with Russia, incl. territorial issue;
2.
L Central Asia, Mongolia, Caucasus, Afghanistan
Economic relations, oil, raw materials, ODA ( Silkroad
2. diplomacy ); Japan s contribution to the fight against
international terrorism




Japan—EU
1.

Political & economic relations; from value community to action
2. community?

From bilateralism to multilateralism? Part I
1.

Global governance, G8, G20
2.

From bilateralism to multilateralism? Part II + Conclusions
1.

UN, UNSC seat
2.

Glenn D. Hook, et. al., Japan' s international relations: Politics, economics and security,

3rd edition, London: Routledge 2011,
Reinhard Drifte, China and Japan. Between co-operation and competition, in:
Handbook of China s International Relations, ed. by Shaun Breslin (London:
Routledge 2010), pp. 138-146
And other up to date book chapters and articles to be distributed (students will be

given a detailed list for each session with Required Reading + a print out of Prof

Drifte s Power Point Presentation)

Based on student participation, student presentations
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This course is intended to provide an overview of politics in contemporary Japan to
upper—level undergraduateandgraduate students. Theclassconsidersissuesof Japanese
democracy, and particularly focuses onpolitical history, institutional structures, and

political actors’ motivations and behavior in the arena of Japanese politics.

This is a three—hour lecture class and we will meet once in every other week. The course

is based on lectures, but students are expected to readall assigned readings before
coming to each lecture and prepare to answer questions in class. Class attendance is
required. Studentsarealsoexpectedtoparticipate indiscussions and group debates. The

course covers the following topics:

1. Historical Background

Meiji restoration and modernization

New constitution and legacy of occupation
2. Political Parties

Party system in Japan

Liberal Democratic Party

Party politics and reforms
3. Political Structures

Bureaucracy

Parliament

Local government

There will be two in—class quizzes and a comprehensive final examination. Class
participation includes attendance at classes and contributing to discussions. In order
to receive an excused absence, such as health or family emergencies, religious
. . . . . . . ’
observances, or official university activities, you need to show a doctor s note or

comparable documentation.



Quiz: 20 %
Final examination: 60 %

Class participation: 20 %

Tan Neary, The State and Politics in Japan (Polity, 2002).
J.A.A. Stockwin, Governing Japan (Blackwell, 2008).
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