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http://www.soumu.go-jp/main_sosiki/hyouka/soudan_n/giji.html
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Ostmitteleuropa zwischen den beiden Weltkriegen (1918-1939): Starke und Schwache

der neuen Staaten, nationale Minderheiten, hrg. von Hans Lemberg (Marburg: Verlag

Herder-Institut, 1997).
Autoritare Regime in Ostmittel- und Stidosteuropa 1919-1944, hrg. von Erwin

Oberlander in zusammenarbeit mit Rolf Ahmann, Hans Lemberg und Holm

Sundhaussen (Paderborn: Ferdinand Schoningh, 2001).
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Oxford Handbook

Francis G. Castles, Stephan Leibfried, Jane Lewis, Herbert Obinger, and Christopher
Pierson, eds., The Oxford Handbook of the Welfare State, Oxford U. Pr., 2010.



John L. Campbell and Ove K. Pedersen, The National Origins of Policy Ideas,
Princeton U. Pr., 2014.

Kathleen Thelen, Varieties of Liberalization and the New Politics of Social Solidarity,
Cambridge U. Pr., 2014.
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This course introduces students to the basic framework and key concepts of policy
research that provide foundations for understanding the political environment of
public policy-how and why political actors reach particular policy decisions . We will focus on the
incentives of political actors and the process of policy-making to identify patterns of
behavior and outcomes. There is no prerequisite for this course, but students are
highly recommended to take courses on Comparative Politics and Microeconomics in
advance as the course relies heavily on a foundation of economic principles and

institutional analysis.

The format of this class will be a combination of lecture and discussion seminar. |
will begin each class with a short lecture. The remainder of the session will involve
discussion. Students are expected to come to class having completed the assigned
readings for that class and be fully prepared to participate in discussion.

The followings are the subject and readings of this course (readings with * are
optional):
1: Introduction
No readings
2: The Scientific Study of Politics
Kellstedt and Whitten, The Fundamentals of Political Science Research (Cambridge UP,
2009), Ch. 1.
King, et al., Designing Social Inquiry (Princeton University Press, 1994), Ch. 1.
Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science (Cornell University Press,
1997), Ch. 1.
3: Rational Choice and Institutions
Shepsle, Analyzing Politics (W. W. Norton, 2010), Chs. 1-2.
Hall and Taylor, Political Science and the Three New Institutionalisms, Political
Studies 44 (1996), 936-957.
Rothstein, Political Institutions: An Overview, in A New Handbook of Political Science
(Oxford University Press, 1995), 133-166.



Weingast, Political Institutions: Rational Choice Perspectives, in A New Handbook
of Political Science (Oxford University Press, 1995), 167-190.
* Shepsle, Studying Institutions: Some Lessons from the Rational Choice
Approach,  Journal of Theoretical Politics 1 (1989): 131-147.
4: Problems with Group Decision Making I
Shepsle, Analyzing Politics (W. W. Norton, 2010), Chs. 3-5.
Tsebelis, Veto Players (Princeton University Press, 2002), Chs. 1-2.
5: Problems with Group Decision Making 11
Shepsle, Analyzing Politics (W. W. Norton, 2010), Chs. 8-10.
Tsebelis, Nested Games (University of California Press, 1990), Ch. 3.
6: Strategic Behavior in Decision-making
Shepsle, Analyzing Politics (W. W. Norton, 2010), Chs. 6-7.
7: Student Presentations

Kenneth A. Shepsle, Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior, and Institutions (New York: W.
W. Norton, 2010).
This course also uses other textbook chapters and journal articles. They are

available through the class website or at the university library.

Attendance and participation (20%) : Attendance, participation, and contribution to the
discussions are an important part of the course requirements. The number of times
you ask a question or make a comment is important but the quality of your questions
and comments is equally important. Excused absences require a doctor"s note or
comparable documentation.

Weekly discussion questions (20%) - All students are required to prepare three questions
about issues raised in the readings or topics that you think are relevant to discuss in

the class (such as advantages and disadvantages of approaches/methods introduced

in the readings). Those discussion questions should be submitted by 5:00pm the day
before each class. You can pose a question expressing confusion about a point (e.g., |
don"t understand the point about X on p. YY... ) but two of your questions each week
must go beyond this type of simple question and be more thought provoking.

Research memo (10%) : All students are to conduct a case study of public policy. This

research project requires students to utilize various documents and sources to identify
the factors that led to a particular policy outcome and to further our understanding of



the relationship between politics and policies (i.e., how politics shape public policies).
Students will submit a short research memo (2-3 pages) that describes the issue of public
policy and political actors involved in policy-making process on that policy issue . This research

memo is due in class on the sixth week. You can choose any policy area, but your
research topic must be approved in consultation with the instructor.

Research presentation (10%) : In the last week of the semester, students must present
their research to the class and receive feedback on their research projects. Each
student will give a brief PowerPoint presentation (about 10-15 minutes) and then
answer questions from the instructor and other students. PowerPoint files will be due

one day before the last week of class.

Research paper (40%) : Students are required to write a research paper (no more than 20
double-spaced pages) based on their research project, due one week after the last day
of the class. Late papers will be marked down a half letter grade (e.g. froman A to
an A- ) for every day late, starting from the deadline. Although I am predominantly
concerned with the content of the papers, I will penalize papers with numerous
spelling errors, incorrect grammar, confusing organization, etc. Plagiarism is
unacceptable. Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of
information. Should you turn in a plagiarized paper, the appropriate university
procedures will be followed. Detailed expectations on this assignment will be

announced later in the semester.
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