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The ocean covers 71 percent of the planet's surface. The seas have always been important to human
life, but in the era of globalization the maritime sphere®s significance for intermational politics has
been growing considerably. Maritime transport now accounts for 90 percent of global trade.
Moreover, the ocean contains the physical infrastructure of the Internet (submarine
telecommunications cables), hides the nuclear weapons that provide the foundation for deterrence
(in naval submarines), and is thought to provide increasingly valuable food, mineral, and genetic
resources. Yet the political world is organized into state-based control and administration of fixed
territory, and simple extension of territorial sovereignty onto the ocean is fraught with problems.
This is the central puzzle for the politics of the ocean: How to govern a fluid medium of global extent
in the absence of a central world sovereign.

This course considers the evolving role that the ocean has been playing in international politics
since technological progress, commercial and military interests, and scientific curiosity started
driving people farther onto and into the ocean. The Law of the Sea Convention (LOSC), negotiated
under the auspices of the United Nations in the 1970s and 1980s, was meant to become a
comprehensive "Constitution for the Oceans® for the governing of the multiple users and multiple
uses of the world"s seas. Yet, problems remain, and are increasing in salience, in East Asia and the
Pacific in particular. Thus, this course is to provide students with the knowledge and skills to
analyze, critique and evaluate key themes of the contemporary debates surrounding the East Asian
and Pacific maritime sphere. Students will learn a how governments came to think about the ocean
and the mastering of maritime space, become familiarized with conceptual tools of international law,
International Relations and Political Geography, and learn how to apply these concepts to key
themes of ocean politics. This course is to help students not only to understand the origins and
nature of a variety of issues in East Asian maritime politics but also to connect them to broader
debates and issues inherent to the global ocean regime.

Introduction: Contemporary Debates in the International Politics of East Asia and the Pacific
The Politics of Mapping: Cartography of the Ocean

Ocean Governance: The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
Maritime Disputes |: Ways of Dispute Resolution

Maritime Disputes Il: Japan®s Unresolved Conflicts

Maritime Disputes Il1: China"s Unresolved Conflicts

Midterm Exam

Geopolitics I: Island Chains and the Western Pacific

Geopolitics Il: Sea Lanes in Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean

Geopolitics Ill: Pirates and Terrorists

. Maritime Transport and Communication: Containers and Cables

. Fishery Management: Bilateral Regimes in Northeast Asian Seas

. Marine Environmental Management: Northeast Asian Regional Frameworks

. Future Ocean Politics: Climate Change and Advancements in Ocean Development

. Roundtable Discussion and Course Feedback
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Academic journal articles and chapters taken from different books will be used as indicated for each
session. All the required readings will be made accessible in electronic form (Drop Box).

In addition to the designated readings for each session, two academic books are particularly
recommended for students to enhance their general understanding of ocean politics. These are:
Denise Russell, Who Rules the Waves? Piracy, Overfishing, and Mining the Oceans (London: Pluto
Press, 2010), and Philip E. Steinberg, The Social Construction of the Ocean (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2001).

As general resource, full legal texts on the law of the sea can be accessed here:
http://ww.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_overview_convention.htm

More resources are available through this portal by the United Nations:
http://ww.un.org/Depts/los/index.htm

Participation (30%): Class attendance and active participation, including short presentations and
group work (number of assignments vary depending on the number of participants);

Midterm Exam (30%): Answer two out of three essay questions;

Essay outline (10%): 700-word outline including the major elements of your essay;
DEADLINE: 21 June, submission online to c.wirth@griffith.edu.au;

Essay (30%): Maximum of 3500-words discussion of a set topic or a topic selected by the student
and approved by the instructor, DEADLINE: 19 July, submission online to c.wirth@griffith.edu.au

Note: Late submissions (receipt will be confirmed by email within 8 hours) are given the mark 59, that

is, "fail". Students need to fulfill all requirements in order to pass the course and failure to submit
either the essay outline or the essay will lead to a "fail® for the entire course. So as to benefit from the
lectures and discussions, participants need to study all required readings and be prepared to
critically discuss contents.

The classes are a mix of lectures by the instructor, short student presentations, both individual and
in groups, and moderated discussions among all participants. The instructor and the students may

also introduce issues and topics as they are debated in current mass media outlets. It is essential that
students prepare for the classes though the study of all the required readings.

Consultation Times

15 minutes before each session at the classroom or upon prior request, at agreed times between
Wednesdays and Fridays, at the International Exchange Support Office ( ), School of
Law bldg. 3F. Contact: c.wirth@griffith.edu.au
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Ostmitteleuropa zwischen den beiden Weltkriegen (1918-1939): Starke und Schwache der neuen
Staaten, nationale Minderheiten, hrg. von Hans Lemberg (Marburg: Verlag Herder-Institut, 1997).
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Autoritare Regime in Ostmittel- und Stdosteuropa 1919-1944, hrg. von Erwin Oberlander in
zusammenarbeit mit Rolf Ahmann, Hans Lemberg und Holm Sundhaussen (Paderborn: Ferdinand
Schoningh, 2001).
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The Left Divided
40

1

2.

3. Introduction 1/Chapter 1. Liberal versus Protective Models of Welfare Capitalism

4. Chapter 2: The Left Divided/Chapter 3. Democratic Transitions and the Transformation of the

Portuguese and Spanish Lefts

Chapter 4. Reversal of Fortune: The Politics of Labor Incorporation/Chapter 5. The Evolution of

Labor Market Protections: Intra-Left Competition and Political Exchange

6. Chapter 6: The Dynamics of Change in Iberia®s Divided Left/Chapter 7. The Left Divided and
Divergent Solutions to the "Agrarian Social Question®

7. Chapter 8. Extending the Argument/Chapter 9. Broader Lessons of the Left Divided

ol

Sara Watson, The Left Divided: The Development and Transformation of Advanced Welfare States,
Oxford University Press, 2015.
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Introduction/Comparative-historical analysisincontemporarypolitical scienceKathleenThelen

and James Mahoney

5. The developmental state is dead: long live the developmental state! Stephan Haggard/Coalitions,
policies, and distribution: Esping-Andersen”s three worlds of welfare capitalism Jane Gingrich

6. Not justwhat but when (and how) : comparative-historical approaches to authoritarian durability
Steven Levitsky and Lucan A. Way/Power and path dependence Paul Pierson

7. Critical juncturesand institutional change Giovanni Capoccia/Driftand conversion: hidden faces

of institutional change Jacob S. Hacker, Paul Pierson and Kathleen Thelen

1) 2015
2) James Mahoney and Kathleen Thelen (eds.), Advances in Comparative-Historical Analysis,
Cambridge University Press, 2015
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T.J.Pempel and Keiichi Tsunekawa, eds. 2015. Two Crises and Different Outcomes: East Asia and
Global Finance, Cornell U.P.
















