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s Disseminate Japan's Arguments,
Japan-China Discord and Cooperation over East China Sea v
ot

By Yusuke Anami. Associate Professor, School of Public Policy. Tohoku University

Japan and China have fallen into a state of sevious antagonism, Latest NEWS
despite this year marking the 40th anmiversary of the "
. . I UPDATEL: Japandapos;s next PM to be
¥ of their c relations. This unstable situation U chosen in Diet session Dec. 26: sources

was triggerad by a set of events that occurred around the

Senlaku Islands, which lie in the middle of the East China Sea. X

The problem of the Senkakus has become a major obstacle in ] B,“:"'l]l; Cu'rp “E“r]'efi_" extend
achieving a rational approach to building a strategic partnership plicher Bullington for 2years

of mutual benefit between the two countries. The following is a

historical review of cooperation and discord over the East China 4 Death penalty upheld for ex-company
Sea between Japan and China prior fo this year's major head over murders of 3 men
stalemare.

Japan-China Discord and Cooperation over East
Yusuke ANAMI China Sea

1. Prelude to Antagonism

Antagonism between Japan and China over the East China Sea can be traced back to a report compiled in 1968
by the United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE), noting the possibility of huge
oil reserves in the waters around the Senkaku Islands.

Following the report. the government of the Republic of China (Tarwan). which was then a permanent member
of the UN. Security Council and had official diplomatic ties with Japan, suddenly claimed sovereignty over the

Senkalus, which are part of Japan's Okinawa Prefecture. It began a joint exploration with a U.S. oil Archive
development company in the waters around the Senkaku Islands. While Japan immediately protested to
Taiwan, it promoted a scheme to jointly develop seabed resources with both Taiwan and South Korea in a bid I3 Forcign Affairs
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