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UNITED
NATIONS

UNEP/pPINC.3/4
United Nations Distr.: General
Environment 4 September 2023
Programme Original: English

pollution, including in the marine environment
Third session

Nairobi, 13-19 November 2023*

Ttem 4 of the provisional agenda

Preparation of an international legally binding instrument on
plastic pollution, including in the marine environment

Zero draft text of the inter 1 legally bindi
instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine
environment

Note by the secretariat

1.United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) resolution 5/14 requested the Executive
Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to convene an
intergovernmental negotiating committee, to begin its work during the second half of 2022, with
the ambition of completing its work by the end of 2024, The intergovernmental negotiating

~ ’ committee is to develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution,
e N y E including in the marine environment, which could include both binding and voluntary
/ \ N — \ ’ u approaches, based on a comprehensive approach that addresses the full life cycle of plastic,
, \ ' taking into account, among olhm: mmg,:. the principles of the R_u? Declaration on Environment
, ~ l and Development, as well as national circumstances and capabilities.
- 2. Furthermore, UNEA resolutions 1/6, 2/11, 3/7, 4/6, 4/7 and 4/9 have also affirmed the urgent
need to strengthen global coordination, cooperation and goverance to take immediate action

towards the long-term elimination of plastic pollution in marine and other environments, and to
Ab L Vs jj — ; Voo avoiddetriment fom plastcpolluton o ccosystems and the humn aciviis dependen n
em.
; 4 ‘ |
b N7 3. Atits second session, the intergovernmental negotiating committee to develop an intemational
A S o LS « logally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, requested

the Chair, with the support of the secretariat, to prepare a Zero Draft of the international legally
binding instrument called for by UNEA resolution 5/14, for consideration at its third session.
‘The draft would be guided by the views expressed at the committee’s first and second sessions.
‘The full range of views could be indicated in the draft text through options.

A Y

4.In response to that request, the Chair has prepared, with the support of the secretariat, the Zero
Draft set out in the annex to the present note for the consideration of the commitice.

* UNEP/PP/INC.3/1

5|A : UNEP https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/43239/ZERODRAFT.pdf
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